LIGHTHOUSE  SCENE  BACKWARDS  ON  NEW  200  LITIJ  NOTE 


By  Aleksandras  Kubiias 
Vilnius,  Lithuania 
In  1884,  at  the  end  of  a 
breaker  on  the  north  side  of 
Klaipeda,  in  place  of  a small  metal 
lighthouse,  a large  and  massive 
but  short  lighthouse  was  built.  It 
emitted  a red  light.  Since  the 
lighthouse  was  painted  white,  it 
soon  became  known  as  the  white 
lighthouse.  Sometimes  it  is  also 
called  the  short  lighthouse. 

The  white  lighthouse  has 
become  the  symbol  of  the  Klaipeda 
harbor.  It  was  often  depicted  in 
magazines,  newspapers  and  books. 
Artists  painted  the  lighthouse  and 
it  was  depicted  in  various  ways  on 
thousands  of  postcards.  This 
includes  the  back  of  the  Memei 
Pick-5  1922  municipal  note,  in 
which  the  lighthouse  appears. 

It  was  not  hard  to  recognize 
the  white  lighthouse  of  Klaipeda 
since  in  pictures  it  was  always 
depicted  facing  south  (to  the  left), 
as  though  it  were  beckoning  ships 
from  all  over  the  world.  Often 
large  and  small  ships  would  pass 
the  lighthouse  and  sail  into  the 
harbor.  Between  the  waves,  a sail 
would  appear.  Often  on  paintings 
and  photographs  waves  from  the 
south  could  be  seen  pounding  the 
lighthouse,  such  as  on  the 
aforementioned  Memei  note. 

It  just  so  happens  that  on 
the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Joining 
of  the  city  and  the  territory  of 


Klaipeda  to  Lithuania  (January  15,  1923,  January  15,  1998)  recently, 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  had  just  issued  its  largest  denomination 
banknote,  the  200  liti|,  featuring  the  Klaipeda  lighthouse  on  the  back. 

The  vignettes  depicted  tie  in  with  the  anniversary.  On  the  face 
is  the  portrait  of  Vydunas,  a Lithuanian  activist  in  Lithuania  Minor 
and  the  Klaipeda  Territory.  On  the  back  is  the  north  breaker  of 
Klaipeda  and  the  white  lighthouse.  CONTINUED  ON  l’A(iE  2.... 


DU  SIMTAl 
Lixq 


ABOVE:  New  200  litif  with  backwards  lighthouse  scene.  BELOW: 
Memei  1922  10  Mark  note  with  correct  scene,  showing  waves  from  the 
south  pounding  the  breaker. 


- BACKWARDS  SCENE 


CON TINl'ED  FROM  PAGE  1... 


Memel 


Everything  would  be  OK  if  it  weren't  for  the 
fact  that  since  everyone  for  over  a hundred  years  is 
used  to  seeing  the  lighthouse  sending  its  beam  of 
light  to  the  south  and  the  railroad  tracks  on  the 
southern  part  (left  side)  of  the  breaker,  that  they 
may  not  understand  why  ships  from  around  the 
world  would  be  coming  from  the  north?  In  other 
words,  the  artist's  image  of  the  scene  on  the  200  litq 
was  P’LIPPED  backwards!  So  until  the  error  is 
corrected,  for  the  residents  of  Klaipeda,  the  world 
comes  in  from  the  north. 

Illustrated  here  are  some  postcards  from  the 
author's  collection  as  an  example  of  the  correct 
lighthouse  scene.  It  is  not  known  at  this  time 
whether  the  historically  inaccurate  200  lity 
depiction  was  on  purpose  or  a mistake. 

[EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Collectors  will 

remember  that  this  is  not  the  Tirst  time  that  German 
printers  have  placed  something  backwards  on  a 
Lithuanian  banknote.  In  1922,  Otto  Eisner  Printers 
put  Lithuania's  national  emblem,  Vytis,  backwards 
on  the  temporary  I litas  note.] 


NEW  50  LITIJ 
COMMEMORATIVE  COIN 
HONORS  POET 
MICKEVICIUS 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a .925  silver 
proof  50  litu  commemorative  coin  to  celebrate  the  200th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  poet/writer  Adomas 
Mickevicius  (Adam  Mickiewicz).  Diameter:  34  mm. 
Weight:  23.3  grams. 

The  coin  was  designed  by  sculptor  Algirdas  Bosas. 
and  was  minted  at  the  Lithuanian  Mint.  Mintage:  4.000 
pieces.  Issue  price:  U.S.  $20.  (80  litai).  The  obverse 
features  a quill  feather  pen  in  the  center,  with  the  Vytis 
emblem  & shield  above  between  the  date  "19  98."  Below 
is  the  legend,  "50  LITIJ."  The  top  legend  reads. 
"LIETUVA."  A circle  appears  a third  of  the  way  in.  The 
Mint  mark  appears  to  the  right  under  feather  just  inside  of 
the  circle. 

The  reverse  features  a transparent  bust  of  the  poet 
facing  left,  with  Vilnius  University  buildings  in  the 
background.  The  legend  appears  on  the  bottom  and  reads. 
"ADOMAS  MICKEViaUS."  with  the  dates  "1798  1855" 
under  the  right  building. 

The  edge  of  the  coin  is  inscribed  with  the  legend. 
"LIETUVA,  MIELL:SNE  UZ  SVEIKATA."  meaning,  "My 
Homeland.  Lithuania.  You  Are  Health,  Precious  to  Me." 
This  phrase  comes  from  Mickevicius'  writings  in  the 
newspaper  "The  Polish  Pilgrim,"  in  which  he  wrote  about 
his  nostalgia  for  Lithuania,  his  homeland. 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

1943  LITHUANIAN  PUNKTE  NOTES 


3. 


I hope  our  readers  have 
been  enjoying  Aleksandras 
Kubilas'  just-published  book  about 
World  War  II  collectible  items  from 
occupied-Lithuania.  It  is  a great 
reference  source.  Get  your  copy 
before  they  are  all  sold  out. 

One  topic  he  covers  is  the 
German-issued  Punktai  notes 
used  in  Lithuania.These  were 
issued  with  expiration  dates  of 
1943,  1944,  and  1945. 

This  month  we  are 
featuring  the  1943-dated  notes, 
showing  all  the  basic  varieties. 
The  1943  notes  all  come  with  6- 
digit  serial  numbers  and  the  prefix 
letter  "A,"  except  the  1 punkte 
note  which  also  has  another 
version,  the  prefix  letters  "Aa," 
followed  by  "No."  and  then  the 
numbers.  The  1944  and  1945 
notes  however,  do  not  have  a 
series  letter,  just  "No."  before  the 
number.  And  also  notes  dated 
1945  can  come  without  any 
numbers.  Notes  without  numbers 
are  about  10%  cheaper  on  the 
market.  Notes  dated  1944  are  the 
rarest,  but  the  1943  notes 
illustrated  here  are  almost  as  rare. 

Most  notes  have  the  name 
of  the  printer  on  the  back  bottom 
center  reading  "LETTLANDS...," 
but  a scarcer  variety  begins  with 
"RIGAS  LITHOGRAFIJA....3173," 
which  are  worth  about  20%  more. 

The  illustration  at  the  right 
shows  the  various  1943 
denominations.  These  notes 
measure  135  x 75  mm.  diameter. 
Kubilas  prices  these  as  follows:  1 
punkte  A $50-80;  Aa  (RR)  $60- 
100;  3 punkte  $80-120;  5 punkte 
$90-150;  10  punkte  $90-150. 
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For  all  the  point  notes  for  all  the  Baltic  countries  with  all  of  the  varieties, 
you  could  collect  over  100  different  notes!  But  most  collectors  just  get  one  of  each 
denomination  for  their  type-set. 
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LNA  CELEBRATES  20th  ANNIVERSARY  !! 


- I’rank  Passic,  EDITOR. 

Well,  here  we  are:  Our  2()th  anniversary!  Can  you 
believe  il?  Lithuanian  numismatics  is  alive  and  well  and 
continuing.  It  certainly  was  different  20  years  ago  when 
we  were  writing  about  things  in  the  past.  Now  we  are  also 
writing  about  Lithuanian  numismatics  of  the  present!  If 
you  want  a history  of  the  LNA,  it  is  covered  in  our  100th 
anniversary  edition;  just  write  Sarunas  Mingela  for  a copy. 

Congratulations  to  our  LNA  Director  Aleksandras 
Radzius,  who  was  recently  awarded  his  Master  of  Health 
Sciences  degree  after  many  years  of  classes.  This  is  a great 
achievement,  especially  in  the  scientific  realm.  Now  he 
had  get  back  to  the  pile  of  Lithuanian  numismatic  articles 
we  need  translating  since  he  has  lots  of  time  on  his 
hands.. .We  all  appreciate  the  help  Alek  has  given  the  LNA 
since  the  retirement  of  our  first  director,  Robert  Douchis 
several  years  ago  now. 

Special  thanks  to  Ignas  Ropininkas  of  Kaunas, 
Lithuania  for  regularly  sending  us  newspaper  clippings  of 
Lithuanian  numismatic  news.  And  thank  you  to  Sarunas 
Mingela  for  handling  our  requests  for  back  issues.  When 
writing  Sarunas,  please  enclose  funds  for  copying  and 
mailing. 

If  anyone  is  going  to  Lithuania  this  summer,  be 
sure  and  let  this  editor  know,  as  I need  someone  to  pick  up 
some  Lithuanian  money  for  me  while  they  are  there. 

This  is  our  last  issue  until  starting  Volume  21  this 
fall,  September-  October  issue.  Enjoy  the  summer  off 
along  with  us.  A reminder:  You  can  renew  your 
subscription/membership  to  the  LNA  and  The  Knight  for 
next  year  any  time  now.  Price  is  still  a donation  of  $15  or 
more  payable  to  the:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  22696,  Baltimore, 
MD  21203.  We  thank  you  for  your  extra  donations,  as 
these  cover  special  subscriptions  to  Lithuania,  ANA 
membership,  box  rental,  as  well  as  the  normal  printing, 
supplies,  and  mailing  handled  by  the  Director. 

In  this  issue  we  are  enclosing  an  LNA 
"sign  up"  leaflet  for  you  to  reproduce  and  place  at  coin 
shows  and  give  to  your  Lithuanian  collector  friends.  Let's 
recruit  some  new  members  to  the  LNA! 

The  following  is  our  "20th  Anniversary" 
membership  list.  After  each  name  is  either  "CM"  for 
"Charter  Member,"  or  the  membership  number,  or  "I"  for 
institutional  subscription/membership.  A look  at  this  will 
reveal  we  have  119  members,  and  out  of  those,  18  are 
charter  members. 

Vytautas  Aleksiejunas,  I,  Vilnius,  Lithuania. 

Rev.  Peter  J.  Alisauskas,  CM,  White  Haven,  PA 


Vincent  W.  Alones,  CM,  Floral  Park,  NY 
Coin  World,  I,  Sidney,  OH 
William  V.  Amshay,  342,  Peoria,  AZ 
John  E.  Armonas,  162,  Mentor,  OH 
Lithuanian  Heritage  Magazine,  338,  Lemont,  IL 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  I,  Chicago, 
Illinois, 

Robert  A.  Balzekas,  354,  Chicago,  IL 

Walter  Berke,  337,  Rochester,  NY 

G.  Bhudzius,  289,  Barrington,  IL 

Carla  Bobes,  369,  Tiburon,  CA 

Bridges  Newsletter,  I,  Gloucester,  VA 

Joseph  P.  Bukis,  355,  Philadelphia,  PA 

Julia  A.  Busanovich,  355,  Philadelphia,  PA 

George  M.  Daru,  CM,  Wilkes  Barre,  PA 

Jim  Donaghy,  256,  Plymouth  Valley,  PA 

Bruce  Donahue,  CM,  Accord,  MA 

Robert  J.  Douchis,  CM,  Columbia,  MD 

Stasys  Eiva,  372,  Brockton,  MA 

Steven  A.  Feller,  329,  Cedar  Rapids,  lA 

Henry  L.  Gaidis,  129,  Olney,  MD 

Cassy  Garelis,  CM,  Redford,  MI 

John  Glynn,  CM,  England 

Lee  Gordon,  334,  Buffalo  Grove,  IL 

J.  R.  Greene,  233,  Athold,  MA 

Ray  Hafsaas,  237,  Seattle,  WA 

Richard  J.  Hamlin,  261,  Hacienda  Heights,  CA 

Edward  L.  Hartfik,  242,  Hamtramck,  MI 

RusseU  A.  Hibbs,  149,  Henderson,  KY 

Don  R.  Hiltunen,  CM,  Hancock,  MI 

Olle  Holden,  348,  Hagersten,  SWEDEN 

Dr.  Kenneth  Humphreys,  325,  Granite  Falls,  NC 

Eugenijus  Ivanauskas,  I,  Kaunas,  Lithuania 

Arvidas  Jarasius,  255,  Westminster,  CO 

Kenneth  Kacinskas,  259,  Peabody,  MA 

Carl  F.  Kazakauskas.  CM,  Philadelphia,  PA 

Brian  J.  Kenny,  1 79,  Ellington,  CT 

Algirdas  Kepalas,  193,  Levittown,  NY 

Vytuatas  Kersulis,  359,  El  Paso,  TX 

Robert  Kieraan,  358,  Miami,  EL 

William  Kolicius,  344,  Allision  Park,  PA 

Douglas  W.  Komer,  219,  Detroit,  MI 

John  C.  Kozimbo,  310,  Linden,  NJ 

Aleksandras  Kubilas,  I,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Timothy  P.  Kuklinsky,  367,  Patton.  CA 
Ruta  Kunciene,  362,  Woodridge,  IL 
John  J.  Lapinski,  273.  Oak  Brook.  IL 


ANA  Library.  1.  Colorado  .Springs,  CO 
ANS  Library.  I,  New  York.  NY 
Tal  Liepa.  316.  Dos  Moines.  lA 
Bonaventure  J.  Linkus.  192,  Llizabelh.  NJ 
R.  Tamutis,  I,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
L.mbassy  of  Lithuania.  I,  Washington,  DC 
Finance  Ministry  of  Lithuania,  I,  Vilnius,  LT 
Mint  of  Lithuania.  I,  Vilnius.  Lithuania 
Juo/as  Liubinskas,  Jr.  353,  Oak  Lawn,  IL 
John  W.  Maly,  340,  Syracuse,  NY 
Peter  A.  Manti,  224,  Lake  Zurich.  IL 
Dmitry  Markov.  317,  New  York,  NY 
Elgy  M.  Masaitis,  322,  Westfield,  MA 
Julius  Lou  Merkys,  265,  Lyndhurst,  OH 
Juozas  Mikaila.  200,  Troy,  MI 
Todd  Mikelevicius,  371,  Littleton,  CO 
Edward  E.  Mikutis,  CM,  Berwyn,  EL 
Paul  C.  Mileris,  M.D.,  363,  Omaha,  NE 
Csimir  V.  Milukas,  223,  Jamaica,  NY 
Sarunas  Mingela,  204,  North viUe,  MI 
Rogert  J.  Mross,  250,  San  Diego,  CA 
Edward  S.  Muszynski,  168,  Farmington  Hills,  MI 
Jerome  J.  Norton,  209,  Syosset,  NY 
James  Z.  Olson,  CM,  Seneca,  IL 
Harvey  W.  Oshrin,  M.D.,  333,  Vista,  CA 
James  Paper,  295,  Simpsonville,  MD 
Frank  J.  Parker,  373,  Hernando,  FL 
Frank  Passic,  CM,  Albion,  Michigan 
Donald  C.  Pickering,  188,  Nashua,  NH 
Y.  Plasseraud,  343,  Paris,  France 
Audrius  V.  Plioplys,  M.D.  SC,  347,  Chicago,  IL 
Anne  Pridala.  324,  Crown  Point,  IN 
Aleksandras  Radzius,  138,  Baltimore,  MD 
Ignas  Ropininkas,  I,  Kaunas,  Lithuania 
Algirdas  Ruzgas,  CM,  Woodhaven,  NY 
Judson  P.  Sviskas.  264,  Riverside,  CT 
Tony  Seniunas,  330,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada 
David  L.  Schatz,  366,  McDonald,  PA 
Xavier  Servais,  126,  Toumai,  Belgium 
Peter  Shulin,  CM,  Washington,  PA 
Dennis  R.  Shaltanis,  360,  Ankeny,  lA 
Sharon  M.  Sienuta,  284,  Aleksandria,  VA 
Paul  Sinkus.  370,  Tewksbury,  MA 
Tyge  Sondergaard,  228,  Denmark 
ALfonsas  Stanevicius,  268,  Lynden,  Ontario,  Canada 
Karl  Stephens,  CM,  Temple  City,  CA 
Arthur  J.  Stetkis,  CM.  Brockton.  MA 
Anthony  A.  Tumonis,  308,  Tucson.  AZ 
Peter  Vaitkevicius.  Mukwonago,  W1 
Gediminas  Vaitkus,  149,  Tijeras,  NM 


Lithuania  to  produci:  5 

CIRCULATINC;  BI-1VIP:TALLIC  COINS 

[From  Kaurio  Diena,  No.  54,  7 March.  1998,  pg.  1 1 . I ranslatccl  by 
Aleksandrdas  RadZ.iusj 

ELTA.  New  1,  2,  and  5 litai  coins  should  appear  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  On  Thursday  (March  5]  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
adopted  the  decision  to  have  them  minted  at  the  Mint  of 
Lithuania.  Arunas  Dulkys,  Director  of  the  Disbursement 
Department  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  announced  that  the  2 and 
5 litai  coins  will  be  bi-metallic.  The  5 litai  coin  will  have  a gold- 
colored  center  with  a silver-colored  collar.  The  2 litai  coin  will 
be  the  reverse:  a silver-colored  center  core  with  a gold  collar. 

Sculptor  Antanas  Zukauskas  was  the  winner  of  the 
competition  to  design  both  the  new  litai  coins  as  well  as  new 
designs  for  the  10,  20,  and  50  cent  coins.  The  new  litai  coins 
will  be  placed  into  circulation  because  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  circulation  of  the  1,  2,  and  5 litai 
banknotes.  The  brand  new  1,  2,  and  5 litai  notes  issued  by  the 
bank  do  not  return  as  savings  deposits,  but  rather  function  as 
change  currency  and  remain  in  circulation  much  longer  than 
was  planned  and  become  very  worn  and  tom.  As  a result,  the 
subjective  feelings  about  the  currency  suffers  and  is  a 
diminished  reflection  upon  the  State.  Also,  the  country  will  save 
money.  The  cost  of  producing  banknotes  is  three  times  that  of 
producing  coins,  but  the  life  of  a note  in  circulation  is  6 to  12 
months  in  contrast  to  15  to  20  years  for  a coin. 

The  date  of  issuance  of  the  new  litai  coins  will  be 
determined  by  when  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  reaches  a 
predetermined  reserve  of  banknotes,  said  A.  Dulkys.  He  feels 
that  this  will  happen  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  1 , 2,  and  5 litai 
worn  banknotes  will  be  slowly  taken  out  of  circulation. 

The  first  issue  1,  2,  and  5 litai  coins  were  minted  in 
England.  The  new  1 , 2,  and  5 litai  coins  will  be  very  different. 
They  wiU  be  larger,  and  much  harder  to  counterfeit.  The 
safeguard  against  counterfeiting  is  enhanced  by  the  decision  to 
mint  a bi-metallic  coin,  a practice  adopted  by  other  countries  for 
their  coins. 

John  Variakojis,  368.  Chicago,  IL 
William  Velms,  CM,  Ansonia,  CT 
Eugene  Vidmantas,  267,  Rochester,  NY 
Bank  of  Vilnius,  1,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
World  Coin  News,  I,  lola,  W1 
Kazmier  Wysocki,  CM,  S.  Hackensack.  NJ 
Michael  Yanuskevich.  200.  Nashua.  NH 
Joseph  P.  Zager,  335,  Monroeville,  AL 
Edward  D.  Zemaitis,  CM,  Woodhaven.  NY 
Ann  Kikis  Zichko.  303.  Fishkill.  NY 
Dr.  Victor  Zilaitis.  306.  Sun  City  Center.  11. 

K.  Paul  Zygas.  327.  Tempe.  AZ 
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DICTIONARY 

Jonas  K.  Karys  40 

I'he  ostrubel  standard  was  established  by  the  Credit  Corporation  of  the  East  on  August  6.  1916.  The  official  rate:  1 
Ostrubel=  1 Russian  ruble,  or  two  German  marks.  The  Ostrubel  notes  came  in  denominations  of  20  and  50  kopeks,  1,3,  10  ^>5 
and  100  rubels.  They  were  printed  in  Poznan  on  April  17,  1916  and  signed  in  facsimile  by  Michalowski,  Hamburger.  V. 
Kaulfman.  fhe  German  language  is  used  on  the  obverse  of  these  notes.  On  the  reverse.  Lithuanian.  Pohsh  and  Latvian.  The 
notes  were  placed  into  circulation  by  loans  supported  by  appropriate  securities.  The  term  of  the  loans,  not  longer  than  three 
months.  Legal  security  consisted  of  Russian  rubles  (notes),  German  marks,  loan  deeds,  bills  of  exchange  of  the  Reich  or  of  the 
treasury  (at  the  option  of  the  Credit  Corporation  of  the  fiast),  precious  metals,  and  durable  goods. 

Since  the  ostrubel  standard  was  a specifically  mihtary  standard,  the  German  mihtary  command  and  those  channels  of 
pubhc  justice  operating  under  its  responsibihty,  could  obtain  those  loans  by  other  means.  These  ostrubel  notes  were  promised 
to  be  redeemed  at  some  time  in  the  future  from  the  public  by  the  East  Bank  for  Commerce  and  Trade  in  Poznan,  guaranteeing 
this  by  all  its  reserves.  However,  what  those  reserves  were,  and  how  much  "all"  of  them  amounted  to,  no  one  knew.  And  this 
promise  the  Germans  never  did  fulfill.  Later,  spokesmen  for  the  occupiers  promised  that  in  the  event  of  the  liquidation  of  the 
Credit  Corporation  of  the  East,  these  notes  would  be  exchanged  for  genuine  rubles  of  the  Russian  Czar,  but  this  promise  of  the 
occupants  also  never  ripened. 

For  small  change,  in  that  same  year  1916,  iron  kopek  coins  in  the  denominations  of  1,  2,  and  3 kopecks  were  struck  in 
Berlin  and  Hamburg,  and  emitted  within  the  controlled  area  of  the  ostrubel,  in  the  amount  of  one  million  rubles.  By  both  these 
nicknames  for  the  ostrubel  standard,  the  rubel  and  kopeck,  the  Germans  planned  to  align  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  the 
fortuitous,  unsupported  paper  of  their  own.  with  the  Russian  Czar's  stable,  well  supported  by  gold  money.  Unfortunately,  the 
ostrubel  did  not  succeed  in  this.  The  local  public  always  regarded  their  old,  pre-war  money  higher,  conserved  and  hid  them, 
while  resisting  the  ostrubels.  In  the  illegal  black  market,  which  immediately  developed  into  a wide-ranging  exchange,  the 
ostrubel  rarely  went  for  more  than  75  Russian  kopecks.  The  Germans’  lust  for  coralling  as  many  of  their  major  opponent’s 
rubles  with  the  help  of  the  ostrubel,  was  unsatiated. 

Currency  counterfeiters  began  to  falsify  the  ostrubel  notes  widely.  Running  short  of  patience.in  1917  the  Germans 
prohibited  the  use  of  Russian  moneyin  Lithuania.  The  reaction:  the  reputation  of  the  ostrubel  among  the  public  fell  even 
farther,  as  did  the  purchasing  power  of  the  ostrubel  in  the  market  place.  Then  even  the  occupation  forces  themselves  accepted 
the  situation  and  withdrew  that  feeble  rubel  (ostrubel),  and  substituting  for  it  in  1918,  the  new  monetary  unit:  the  ostmark. 
However  they  did  not  recall  it  officially.  The  ostrubel  remained  in  circulation  and  continued  with  the  new  ostmarks  until  the 
final  liquidation  of  both.  The  exchange  rate  between  the  ostrubel  and  the  ostmark  was  settled  at  1:2.  There  was  no  official 
announcement  regarding  the  reciprocal  exchange  rate  between  the  iron  kopecks  and  the  ostmark  pfennigs.  Following  the 
relationship  between  the  ostrubel  and  the  ostmark,  the  iron  kopeck  in  practice  would  equal  2 pfennigs  and  the  reverse.  How 
many  ostrubels  were  really  issued  into  circulation  remained  a military  secret,  on  March  31.  1018,  before  the  issuance  of  the 
ostmark,  the  sum  of  the  ostrubels  was  found  to  be  about  207  million.  In  exchanging  the  ostmark  and  the  Reichmarks  into  Litas; 
they  were  traded  at  the  rate  of  the  ostmark-anksinas  for  the  day,  as  well  as  those  ostrubels  still  remaining  among  the  public.  The 
term  of  the  final  exchange  was  ended  on  December  31,  1922. 

PADEGTOJI  MONET A/Clad  Coinage.  Any  coin  of  cheap  metal,  thinly  covered  with  some  other  metal.  For  example, 
the  zinc  coated  steel  cent  of  the  USA  in  1943. 

PADfRBINYS/Counterfeit.  A bank  note,  coin  or  any  other  object,  prepared  with  the  intentionof  falsifying  a 
numismatic,  monetary  or  other  object,  by  imitating  or  forging  the  genuine. 

PADUVIETK/Paduaine.  Middle  age’s  counterfeit  coins,  produced  in  the  city  of  Padua,  Italy,  about  the  middle  of  the 
16th  century. 

PAGRINDENE/Basic  Money  Unit.  The  coin  which  encompasses  the  entire  monetary  system,  as  for  example,  the 
German  mark,  the  russian  ruble,  USA  dollar,  Swedish  krona,  the  Lithuanian  Republic’s  litas.  To  divide  the  basic  money  unit, 
smaller  coins  in  various  denominations  are  issued  into  circulation.  For  instance,  the  quarter,  10  pfennigs,  15  kopecks,  5 cents,  1 
ora,  etc.  Likewise,  there  are  issued  the  so-called  multiple  denominations,  into  which  the  2.  5,  10,  an  even  more  of  teh  basic 
money  unit  are  assumed. 

PAKARTOJIMAS/Restrike.  In  numismatics,  a coin  struck  in  the  same  or  another  mint,  some  time  after  its  original 
striking  has  pas.sed.  For  e.xample,  the  IJthuanian  silver  litas  struck  originally  in  England  and  dated  1925,  was  resiruckwith  the 
identical  dies  in  Kaunas  in  1936.  with  nothing  changed  on  them. 
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LITHUANIAN  BANKNOTE  DISPLAYS  WIN  BEST  ()I 
SHOW  AWARDS  AT  MICHIGAN  CONVENTION 


l.ilhuanian  numismatics  won  big  at  the 
Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society  Spring  Convention 
held  in  Lansing,  Michigan  May  1-3.  A six-case  display 
in  the  educational  exhibits  section  entitled.  "Pre-World 
War  11  Litas  Banknotes  of  the  Bank  ol  Lithuania" 
featured  a complete  set  of  the  Pick  1 -28  banknotes,  all 
circulation-type  printed  excepting  of  course  the  1938 
10  litit  which  is  only  known  as  a PAVYZDYS 
specimen. 

This  display,  owned  by  editor  of  The  Knight 
Prank  Passic,  was  awarded  the  "Best  of  Show"  award, 
and  viewers  were  impressed  with  not  only  the  rare 
never-seen-before  complete  collection  of  Lithuanian 
notes,  but  also  the  colorful  Lithuanian  Hag  colors  used 
in  the  exhibit.  The  display  was  amply  filled  with 
Lithuanian  history,  and  concluded  with  1938 
newspaper  headlines  illustrating  when  Poland 
threatened  Lithuania  with  invasion,  and  a photograph 
from  a year  later  (1939)  where  Lithuanian  troops  were 
entering  Vilnius  following  the  defeat  of  Poland  at  the 
start  of  World  War  II. 

"This  collection  took  me  20  years  to  assemble, 
and  several  months  to  put  together  in  a display,"  said 
Passic,  who  ironically  won  the  award  on  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association  (1978).  Another  exhibit  at 
the  same  show  entitled  "1991  Siauliai  Olympic 
Banknotes"  featured  a display  of  a complete  set  of  the 
controversial  but  colorful  banknotes  that  were  issued 
by  the  Lithuania  National  Olympic  Committee  and  the 
Siauliai  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  one  week 
before  the  coup  in  Moscow  which  toppled  the  Soviet 
government. 

This  two-case  display  won  the  Junior  Best  of 
Show  award,  and  was  won  by  Benjamin  Bearman  (age 
15)  of  Albion,  Michigan  (nephew  of  this  editor). 

Both  Frank  and  Ben  have  been  awarded  an 
expense-paid  scholarship  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Summer  School  of  Numismatics  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  to  be  held  in  July. 

This  "double  whammy"  of  Lithuanian  exhibits 
winning  both  the  Senior  and  Junior  best-of-show 
awards  was  a highlight  to  the  science  of  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  The  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society 
is  well-known  for  its  reputation  of  high-quality 
numismatic  displays  in  the  numismatic  world. 


tVBOVE;  One  of  six  cases  of  a complete  set  of  Lithuanian 
banknotes. 


Both  exhibits  will  again  be  on  display  (non- 
competitively)  at  the  Fall  MSNS  convention.  It  will  be  held 
Thanksgiving  weekend,  Friday-Sunday  November  27-29  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  in  the  Fairlane  Mall  complex  in 
Dearborn.  Michigan.  Make  plans  now  to  attend  this  major 
numismatic  convention.  The  Knight  editor  Frank  Passic  will 
be  there,  and  will  have  his  stock  of  Lithuanian  banknotes, 
coins,  and  books. 

We  encourage  our  members  to  place  their  Lithuanian 
collections  on  public  display  at  numismatic/coin  shows. 


ABOVE:  One  case  of  the  2-case  Siauliai  199]  Olvmpic 
Banknote  displav  by  Junior  exhibitor  Benjamin  Bearman. 


^ OLDER 

COMMEMORATIVES  TO 
GO  OFF  SALE 

IFrom  Kauno  Diena,  No.  54,  March  7,  1998.  Translated  by 
Aleksandras  Radzius] 

[ilLTA.  The  lAiblic  Relations  Sections  of  the 
l^nk  of  Lithuania  has  issued  a press  release  that  the 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  have  deicded  that 
commemorative  coins  will  be  made  available  until  they 
are  all  sold  out  or  up  to  5 years  from  the  date  they  are 
placed  into  circulation. 

A public  announcement  will  be  made  6 months 
before  a specific  commemorative  coin  will  no  longer 
be  available.  It  was  decided  that  the  actual  number  of  a 
specific  commemorative  coin  sold  will  be  published  in 
the  Government  News. 

July  15  of  this  year  is  the  last  day  for  the  sale 
of  the  10  litu  coin  commemorating  the  60th 
anniversary  of  the  Darius-Girenas  flight.  September  1 
of  this  year  is  the  last  date  of  sale  for  the  10  litij  coin 
commemorating  the  visit  of  Pope  John  Paul  II.  These 
coins  are  stiU  available  at  branches  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  13 
commemorative  coins  and  one  complete  mint  set  of 
coins  for  numismatic  collectors.  The  gold  1 litas  coin 
commemorating  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  litas  and 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  were  sold  out  in  one  day  last 
fall.  The  50  litu  silver  coin  commemorating  the  5 year 
anniversary  of  restoration  of  independence  were 
quickly  sold  out.  The  50  litq  coin  commemorating  the 
26th  Olympiad  and  another  50  litq  commemorating  the 
events  of  January  13  are  quickly  being  sold  out. 


The  over-priced  ($35  each)  issued  10  litu  cupro- 
nickel regular  finish  1993  Darius-Girenas  and 
Papal  Visit  commemorative  coins  will  go  off  sale  this 
\ear 


MUNICIPAL  NOTES 
OF  RUSS/RUSNE 

By  Aleksandras  Kubilas,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Continued  from  last  issue 
Translated  by  Aleksandras  Radzius 

New  50  pfennig  notes  were  issued  bearing  a date  of 
July  1,  1920,  and  were  printed  on  both  sides.  These 
measure  5 1 x 83  mm.  The  design  consists  of  a green  color 
background  printed  on  white  paper.  Various  geometric 
patterns  are  used  for  the  background.  The  numeral  "50" 
appears  in  each  comer. 

The  face  text  is  printed  in  black  and  translates, 
"Rusne  Council,  No.  50  pfennig  payable  by  the  Rusne 
Farmers  Association.  Authorized  by  Decree  of  the  Council 
at  Rusne.  The  border  of  both  sides  is  framed  by  a 1 .5  mm. 
thick  wavy  line. 

The  back  text  translates,  "Rusne  Council.  Memel 
Region.  Fifty  50  Pfennig.  This  note  is  legal  tender  only  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Rusne  Council."  On  the  edges  are 
black  color  ornaments. 

The  numbering  of  the  notes  is  somewhat 
complicated.  Each  note  is  professionally  imprinted  with  a 
"No.  00"  or  "No.  0,"  or  "No.  1"  foUowed  by  later-added 
other  numerals,  making  a total  of  5 numerals.  These 
professionally-printed  serial  numbers  determines  the  three 
types  of  this  series. 

Type  2a  has  the  seal  of  the  District  of  Memel 
(Klaipeda)  hand  ink-stamped  on  the  back.  The  center  of  the 
seal  contains  the  coat-of-arms  of  Memel/Klaipeda.  The 
surrounding  text  reads,  "*  Memelgebiet  * Amt  Russ  Kreis 
Heydekrug."  which  translates,  "Memel  Region,  Heydeknig 
District,  Russ." 

According  to  Mehl  (1975),  variety  2b  and  2c  have 
only  facsimile  signatures,  and  no  seals.  This  is  the  same 
signature  that  appears  on  some  of  the  1917-dated  notes. 
The  facsimile  signature  is  printed  in  black  or  violet  ink. 

The  name  of  the  printed  is  found  on  the  face  at  the 
bottom  outside  margin  and  reads,  "OTTO  SEKUNNA  & 
SOHN,  HEYDEKRUG,"  meaning  "Otto  Sekunna  & Son 
Printing,  Heydekrug."  It  must  be  noted  that  whereas  the 
1917  notes  specify  "Eastprussia,"  these  1920  notes  specify 
the  "Memel  Region. " 

The  varieties  of  Type  2 notes  are  listed  in  Table  2, 
and  suggest  that  about  1,000  of  the  2a  variety  were  printed. 
Few  of  these  notes  can  be  found  among  Lithuanian 
collectors.  The  2b  and  2c  varieties  are  more  common.  It 
appears  that  with  runaway  inflation,  many  of  these  notes 
remained  unused.  Thus  1920  notes  are  generally  found  in 
good  condition.  In  contrast,  the  1917  notes  generally  have 
been  in  circulation  to  a greater  or  a lesser  extent. 


Table  of  second  issue  notes 
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Note 

type 

Printed 
No.  00 

with 

No.  0 

No.  1 

Printing  on 

reverse 

Facsimili  of 
No.  on  averse 

Presumed  order 
of  issuance 

Possible  number 
issued 

Rarity 

rating 

2a 

+ 

+ 

I 

999 

FTt 

2b 

+ 

7 

II 

9,999 

2c 

+ 

7 

II 

19,999 
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Comments  should  be  addressed  to:  Aleksandras 
Kubilas,  Ab.  dez  159,  Vilnius  2(XX),  Lithuania. 
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WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS  LETTERS 


FOR  SALE:  Dr.  Victor  Zilaitis  is  disposing 
of  his  library  of  Lithuanian  books,  journals  and 
newspapers.  Also  selling  his  Lithuanian 
memorabilia:  medals,  tokens,  coins,  banknotes, 
photo  albums,  old  documents  and  receipts, 
transportation  tickets,  lottery  tickets,  lapel  pins,  old 
advertisements,  stocks  and  bonds,  old  maps,  theater 
tickets,  old  photos,  religious  leaflets,  misc. 
certificates,  loan  bonds,  1920-40  receipts  (kvitas), 
stamps,  plaques,  passports,  huge  variety  of  items 
acquired  over  many  years.  Please  indicate  your  area 
of  collecting  interest.  Phone  (813)  633-3403  or  write 
to  Dr.  Victor  Zilaitias,  2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun 
City  Center,  FL  33573. 


You  asked  what  form  of  gold  was  delivered  to  the 
Lithuanian  Mint  from  Austria. 

As  promised,  I have  looked  into  this  question  and 
learned  that  the  Austrian  Mint  delivered  1 ,500  gold  blanks 
in  999.9  gold  to  the  Mint  of  Lithunia  during  the  first 
quarter  of  last  year  (1997).  These  blanks  were 
manufactured  as  per  the  specifications  provided,  in  the  1/4 
ounce  size.  The  Austrian  Mint  cannot  confirm  that  these 
blanks  were  used  to  produce  the  "Jurgutis"  coin  as 
described  in  your  editorial  on  the  cover  page  of  The 
Knight  issue  #108. 

Sincerely,  Kirsten  F.  Petersen,  Director 
International  Markets,  Austrian  Mint.  Vienna,  Austria. 


FOR  SALE:  Last  of  my  stock  of  1945  exp. 

punkte  notes  for  Lithuania!  1 punkte  with  serial  # XF 
$35;  w/o  $30;  5 punkte  w/o  $30;  rare  10  punkte  w/o 
$55. 

World  War  11  Soviet  loan  bonds  (pg.  195 
Kubilas  book).  1944.  25  & 50  rubles  set  $60.  1945  25 
& 50  rubles  set  $65. 

Capital  plastic  blue  holder  for  Lithuanian  1925- 
36-38  coins  (14).  $35.00. 

My  last  copy  of  Kunciene  book  Lietuvos  Pinigai 
1915-1941.  $40.00.  English  translation,  $12.00. 

Vilnius  Polish-occupation  1920  banknotes. 
Very  scarce!  1 Mark  $80;  10  Mark  $75;  20  Mark  $85. 
1936  5 litai  silver  coin  (Basanavicius)  XF  $15. 
1936  10  litai  silver  coin  (Vytautas)  XF  $30. 
1997  50  centu  coin.  Brilliant  UNC  $1.35. 

1993  2 Litai  banknote,  UNC  $2.50. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Ml 

49224. 


REMEMBER,  WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 
IS  A FREE  SERVICE  TO  LNA  MEMBERS. 
LIST  YOUR  ITEMS  HERE!  BUSINESS 
CARD  INSERTS  ARE  $5  PER  ISSUE. 
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the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association. 
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